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Across rivers and highways, cities and counties, our watershed connects us all. In 2025, this
connection guided our efforts to collaborate with partners old and new to continue our
work to protect, manage and restore the ecological functions of our shared water resources.

We began working on our next 10-Year Plan, bringing together natural resources, parks
and recreation, and community development staff from cities and other government
organizations to serve on our Steering Committee. Their insights will help shape the goals
and strategies that guide our work for the decade ahead. Look for more opportunities to
participate in the planning process throughout the 2026 calendar year.

We partnered with the City of Chanhassen to develop plans for the North Lotus Lake Park
Project, which will restore native plant communities and increase stormwater infiltration
while incorporating artistic features that encourage park visitors to gather, relax, play and
explore.

We have finalized plans for the Upper Riley Creek Ecological Restoration and Channel
Stabilization Project which will begin construction in 2026, and we have begun plans on
the Upper BIuff Creek Ecological Restoration and Channel Stabilization Project with the
intention of beginning construction in 2027.

We recently completed the acquisition of three parcels that are home to ecologically
sensitive plant communities along Spring Road in Eden Prairie. Restoration of the native
habitat is set to begin in 2026. The land is hoped to be the future site of RPBCWD offices,
educational facilities, and community resources.

Our Stewardship Grant Program awarded over $180,000 to residents, HOAs, cities and
commercial property owners to assist in implementing natural shoreline restorations,
habitat restorations, waterbody buffers, and stormwater management projects.

Our water resources team stayed busy assessing wetlands, sampling soils and monitoring
water quality across the district. Alum treatments were delivered on Rice Marsh Lake and
Round Lake to control internal loading of phosphorus and reduce the growth of algae.

Due to heavy spring rains, water quality was reduced in lakes across the District. Despite
this, three lakes are eligible for de-listing from the MPCA Impaired Waters List for nutrients.
Lake Riley, Rice Marsh Lake and Hyland Lake are expected to be removed from the list next
spring, marking an exciting milestone in our efforts to restore the health of our waters.

We bid farewell to two of our valuable staff members and to board manager David Ziegler,
and thank them for their years of service to the district. We welcomed manager Leslie
Stovring of Eden Prairie to the board, and Skye

Slater as our new GIS Communications Specialist, .

who will enhance our ability to share data and Sincerely,
progress with our stakeholders.

As we welcome the new year, we look forward to
strengthening our partnerships, exploring new
engagement strategies, and continuing to protect
the waters that connect us.




The Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed District (RPBCWD) is a special unit of local

5 6 Y government with a boundary based on the watersheds of Riley, Purgatory, and Bluff
e q r S creeks. It was established on July 31, 1969, following a petition by local property owners

to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources. The purpose of RPBCWD is to

of Wq ‘l'e rs h e d protect and improve the waterresources of our communities. RPBCWD partners with local
communities to identify tfop priorities and plan, implement, and manage efforts which
P ro.l-e C.l-i o n protect and improve local water resources. In addition, the District works to educate and

engage community members regarding the protection of the District’s water resources.
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Dorothy Pedersen Bonnie Nelson ~ Tom Duevel Jill Crafton  Leslie Stzvring as administration,
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and a reserve fund for emergencies.
Terry Jeffery Josh Maxwell
District Administrator Water Resources Manager
tjeffery@rpbcwd.org jmaxwell@rpbcwd.org c .
952-807-6885 952-607-6486 Featured Project.
Dylan Monahan Andrew Hartmann North Lotus Lake Park Project
Office Administrator Regulatory Program Coordinator
dmonahan@rpbcwd org ahartmann@rpbcwd.org Chanhassen, MN | Carver County
952-207-8069 952-256-2844 Project Need
Liz Forbes Zach Dickhausen . Lotus Lake is impaired for nutrients, primarily
Communications Manager ~ Natural Resources Coordinator phosphorus. The purpose of the North Lotus Lake
Iforbes@rpbcwd.org zdickhausen@rpbcwd.org Park Project is to improve the water quality of Lotus
952-607-6481 952-607-6036 Lake by reducing the amount of stormwater runoff
. that enters the lake. The project would prevent about
Eleanor Mahon Rachel Whittington 16 pounds of phosphorus from entering the lake each
Community Engagement Natural Resources Technician year, which is equivalent to preventing the growth of
Coordinator rwhittington@rpbcwd.org 8,000 pounds of algae per year!
emahon@rpbcwd.org 612-558-0867
952-687-1348 Project Vision
) The vision for this project is to create a space that
Scott Sobiech* Smith Partners PLLP* improves Lotus Lake water quality while enhancing
District Engineer Legal Advisor park visitor experience. Project benefits include:
Barr Engineering 612-344-1400
952-832-2755 *Consultant - Improve water quality of Lotus Lake
- Promote diverse vegetation and soil health
- Offer visitors a unique experience
Learn more at rpbcwd.org/north-lotus-lake-park-project.
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