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Art Concepts
Artists Max Cora and Gita Ghei  
Design for Lotus Lake Park, Chanhassen, MN with Barr Engineering and Riley Purgatory Creek Watershed District 
 
The Water Way, Entryway  
 

 
total $17,500 
 
Description: The entryway legs are brightly painted pre-galvanized steel, with an aluminum shade and 
light play wave form attached. The wave form features lotus leaves, wood ducks in flight and the RPCWD 
logo wave forms. Top is one quarter to 5/16”  thick sheet.  
 
The entryway would need 2 footings. The engineering would show possible bracing below the wave form 
that is not shown in in our sketch 
 
The lotus flower root forms would be hand made by Max Cora using bent steel, and cast bronze fish could 
be incorporated at an additional budget line.  
 
 
Entryway costs detail: 

 
For the sky gazing seats, construction details  
 

 
 
Aluminum tubing or steel pipe comes in 20’ lengths to be rolled to our desired radius, then we cut and 
weld the seat frames together, with including four legs with bolt holes. The seats will best be installed into 
a shallow (4-6”) concrete pad; when installing the pad galvanized threaded rod will be placed in the 
concrete with a template, so that all the seats are then bolted down through their baseplates. 
 
We recommend galvanized steel for durable low maintenance and pretty silver finish.  
Lotus Seats base price [draw time files $500, 32 baseplates, $300, bend steel or alum w material costs 
$2000, galvanize $500, delv p/up $200 total extra $3500, cut into needed parts 4 hours , weld eye hooks 
2.5 hours each 20 hours total, bend and cut little cut 3 total, weld one w 4 legs 2 hours = 16 hrs, cut 32 
legs 1 hr, weld baseplates 10 hrs]  total: 54 hours $5400 
 
$8900 base price , add $1000 per hammock, add $1500 per wooden top, this is for a wide and 7’ long 
steel galvanized with 4 legs with baseplates that can be installed into a concrete pad. [hammock poly 
material webbing install like traditional hammock method, tie off.Wood $300 each, extra plasma cut 
drawing for center bracket and cut 4 100 each, weld the bracket 1 hour, drill and install wood 5 hours)  
 
4 = $4000, 4 = $6000, total for 8 seats 4 of each type is $18,900 install ready  
 
The hammocks will be connected thru eye hooks and tied off much like a traditional hand made 
hammock, but we will be using UHMWPE or other poly webbing material to create the web (see drawing). 
The eye hooks will prevent abrasion of the webbing.  
 

Light Casting play form: 
 

 
 
Description: The light casters are designed with a bee, a butterfly and a dragonfly, the child manipulates 
sunshine via the swivel handles. (designed to face the lotus pod and move up and down and sideways in a 
small range of motion to prohibit too much motion and shining in people’s faces, etc)  
Galvanized painted steel, with mirror stainless and chrome handle bar,  
 
Budget per light caster, uninstalled. For 2 it can be $5000, for 3, $7000.  
 
Maintenance:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Description: The Lotus pod play through is made from 2 curved sections of ¼- 5/16” weathering steel 
corten, which will be plasma cut with the drawing of native and imaginative plant forms made by Gita.  
 
Drawn design and dxf file for cutting ($1000)  
the design will need top plates, ribs, and baseplates cut out of the same material and designed by Max 
Cora ($800) 
material, cutting, rolling, pick up and take for fabricating at our studio: $3000 
welding of baseplates, ribs $3000 
aluminum part for top, $1800 cut /sand holes $300, weld tabs for domes and main bracket (30) $600, 
create acrylic domes and install $1500 
delivery and installation $2500 
Total $14,500 with $3000 contingency = $17,500 
 
Price does not include footings. And we would need construction drawings from an engineer for the lotus 
pod form (see end of document)  

The wooden seat frame will have the addition of a center bar and the highly durable for outdoors black 
locust (Robi decking) sustainably sourced in the USA will be pre drilled and be flush bolted through; so 
each board will have 3 bolts top, mid and foot.  
 
Maintenance:  
 
 
 
The Flying Turtle (name not definite) 

 
 
 
Description: Turtle is made of low maintenance cast aluminum, or galvanized steel, then painted. Both of 
these are low maintenance, and the steel is incredibly durable for a colorful coating. The galvanizing is an 
extra step, but it is inexpensive. Cast aluminum would allow for more modeling of the form and the steel 
would be more boxy/fabricated. We envision the turtle as 10’ to the shell underside and overall 14’ feet 
long. Students could assist in making some ceramic tiles for the underside, which would be bright and 
colorful as you walked underneath. The Artists would otherwise create and procure recycled outdoor tile 
for the underside, and create a pattern like a painted turtle shell. The top of the shell would be modeled 
concrete, with scored lines showing the sections, and the cast aluminum snail.   
 
Design, engineer, fabricate steel including legs, install main frame $23,000 
Galvanizing $1000 

Tile underside, grout, lift rental and installing wire frame and concrete for smooth shell with scored lines 
to look like tortoise pattern $15,000 
Aluminum tail, head, front arms cast in modeled clay with turtle scale texture $30,000 
Fabricate steel parts of the above instead of aluminum would save c. $15,000 
We also envisioned a school residency with students making some of the tiles for the underside, that 
would be $4500 
Estimate for swing $5000 
Total with steel - $60,000; with cast aluminum $65,,000 
 
 
The price does not include footings, nor a plaque with the snail / turtle joke. (“What did the snail say 
when it rode on turtle’s back?”)  
 
We would need construction drawings from an engineer (see end of document) for the turtle.  
 
Maintenance: The turtle maintenance is similar to the Entryway, so understanding that the cast 
aluminum, which is more expensive, would also entail more maintenance. However, left alone, the oxides 
on aluminum are not bothersome, will not rub off on clothes like rust, will not disfigure the form, like on 
bronze when a dog goes on it, etc. But a limited maintenance such as a wax coating renewed every 3 - 4 
years would be ideal, to keep it looking great.  
 
 
 
 
Puddles (brown, green, blue) The Run Off Journey

 
 
Description: Puddles inform the viewer of the journey through natural filtration and human intervention 
towards the lake from the street above. Using color coding and cast metal objects of what humans can 
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Natural
Prairie with clean edges and mown trail shoulders

SHORTGRASS PRAIRIE

LANNON SLABS

Basin Retaining Walls and Headwalls
Lannon is a harder limestone that will hold up to flowing water 
longer than buff limestone

LIMESTONE BLOCKS

Basin 2 Stepping Stones

CORTEN STEEL

Basin 2 and 3 Weir
Corten steel laser cut with RPBCWD logo

DECOMPOSED GRANITE

Trail Surfacing
A combination of granite aggregate and fines bound with a 
natural stabilizer to create an ADA accessible surface

WET MEADOW

Semi-Formal
Stormwater basins planted with massed perennials

GRASS PAVE

Overlook Surfacing
Stable, ADA accessible grass surface 

RIVER ROCK

Dry Creek Bed Surfacing

BOULDERS

Dry Creek Bed Accents


